































there	 place	 in	 American	 the	 electorate	 has	 been	 solidified	 by	 high	 levels	 of	 voter	 turnout.	 Women	
consistently	 turnout	 to	 vote	 in	much	 larger	 droves	 than	men	 do.	 The	 gap	 between	 female	 and	male	
electoral	 turnout	 first	 began	 in	 the	 1980s	 when	women	 first	 started	 voting	 in	 similar	 proportions	 to	
men.1	This	 is	due	 to	many	different	 factors	 including:	more	women	stay	at	home	to	parent	 than	men	
meaning	aa	higher	amount	of	free	time,	women	make	up	a	 larger	portion	of	the	population	than	men	




reaching	 out	 to	 women	 in	 order	 for	 them	 to	 get	 involved	 with	 the	 political	 process.1	 The	 reason	
Republicans	were	more	successful	in	getting	women	involved	in	the	political	process	is	because	before	








Married	 women	 tend	 to	 vote	 more	 conservatively	 than	 single	 women,	 this	 is	 due	 to	 the	 fact	 that	
historically	 the	 Republican	 party	 has	 been	 the	 party	 that	 most	 often	 focuses	 on	 ‘family	 values’,	 and	
























of	 registered	 women	 voters	 identify	 with	 the	 Democratic	
















including	 reproductive	 rights	 in	 which	 they	 give	 the	 freedom	 to	 choose.	 Likewise,	 there	 persists	 the	
notion	that	Democrats,	specifically	Democratic	women,	will	be	more	likely	to	support	the	reproductive	
rights	 of	 women.	Whereas	 Republicans,	 and	 Republican	 women,	 would	 not	 necessarily	 play	 into	 the	
suppression	of	 reproductive	 rights	but	may	 lean	more	heavily	on	other	 conservative	 issues.5	 It	 should	
also	be	noted	that	the	majority	of	women	in	congress	and	state	legislatures	tend	to	be	Democrats	which	
is	reflective	on	the	gender	gap	in	party	preference	with	women	favoring	Democrats	far	more	than	men.	
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Relevant	Websites	
National	Organization	for	Women:	http://now.org/	
Democratic	Party:	http://www.democrats.org/	
Republican	Party:	https://gop.com/	
Pew	Research	Center:	http://www.pewresearch.org/	
	
